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Lendeyr, Sor exsmele, argues thal eccloeconailic stabus dg neh Fpue ged

ﬂ_\

o . . e - . — e & &y gy e e R R T
wolatod bo delinguensy, because areen of low gocliocconinlic uuetus that

only thuse Low status eress thel are unebedle wimid heve hiph celinguency
ratess Hencs, nol socicooonsuic shabud, bul avonle, o pusdict of

rather than of low goclceconomic stavus "por oe ! is

of juwearila G.-alinqu.c:ncyc.l Tha avthey Thus rojiob:
socicecornnic statuy 13 2

T c,::nu"'xc ei«auu fper a6, and no il .,cl‘y oronsly uoe-cellied shatan

as 1] W

’

thal sociocconomic gtatus Yper se" canscs Golingueny,:

m

hos 1o neanicg. Theve ave, howcver, thoorlow which giste st

I3 ) .

low cocioeconopie gtatug have high Jurenile delinguoney rates beezvss

fr'_J

they ave sscially disorgenized, and hénce anomice Thserios off this lizd
would jradict the vex v patbern of deviant coges that Lender dezeribest
since Llaw sociozconomle shatun is viewed as the major ceuse of social
ailgorgan rization amd/oz' exomie, socioccomomic ghatus and Juve nile deliae
quency sikould be cox?e:-latedg but vhere poor areas zxe not disorganized

or a;;orirl% Juvenile de}.inquem;gr'ratw should be low, On the other hand,

a theowy which interpreted so lc’=com.uic Aifferentinls in Jevenile doline
meney a5 dus to difforerces in the ebsolute level of ecornonic nezd “oukd
not £irnd cd>nfirmation in Lander?s data, fox ytable lLow oxeas are pregumab )f
no more neody than wstatle 1ow aysdgo

Ao Wirsshi and 8edvin heve carefully ghowa, Zunwl=rds cnalysis is

gy )

theoretically inconclusive becauze of his failure Yo consider the probe
1em of cuusel ordering amonz the varizhlos cungiderud, ' Tor sup DTLEENG
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purposes, it is enocugh to polrt oud
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most generel from an emclyvic wiendoolnt (“cr’ exampie, anonds, stabus
deprivabion)~mrathar than e.csa::c’ing to the mere remele; mors sproific

varizbles (soviceconomic sbetus, eshmic eriging migration) 4ihat in tum

T

‘cauge the interveing conditlons, (ruhr\*"r,iﬂe wWhesrios camot be compared,

for gimileritiss and difforences sis obsc‘”“” a thsosy ;";‘ocz?sing on ags

erd anothzr emphasizing ruraliurbsn differencos TL Ve bo “h he z'-rxm 21 in

Cthat the explanation of feved 1z couvchsd in toims of ginilar c" rupticns

in goclel controli on the ofaer hard, theorics f’ursun_' ozi’che cama

dependent variable wey cdduce radicslly different ::qvlam L_mr v uoj

aie

o account for thie’ vdcsr"&:.cql cortrelatameans in Gtha csue of the very diffarond
expls ”uviom of _sCclosconomic difisrentials in Juvemile delinjue L.(""}' Pavoue

Ia the fol‘],o*s‘r' ng analysis, therofore, we will begin in ea ch ca 2 oy

trying to deternine what are the mosi gengral euplangbon variablcs veed

i

w account for-dslingquency, and then work backierd te ascez'i;air_l.what EOTE -

.

gpeeific, indspendent varishles are julged to cavgs the r,o?:e gvncud

k¥4

conditiion” thac in twn cavges delmr’u MY """”{W
_I§ _h“'/ g D

¥
3
;
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Undoriring ham amions of Two A*:t"ao achsg Go Delln L'lC

When thsordog of dzlinquensy arce aaalywed aceording to the gereral

types of explenstions offared, they £l bron Wiy inte two malh cadegories,

.

/ .
L. Theorises Ihich vicy delingnency -as the zeaulb of Scm wiprel.
\M/_-\\\—_, PR . .
and/or cultural palfunctioning in ths realization of shared volness
The definition of delingquoncy and the gosl of Gelinmuency conlvol, ars

teoated as uniform throughout thae socioty, axd delingucncy s draced

to strectural snd cultal inddemuacies: failures o mesh individual

~

and sccieted resquivsneaty Ffor efTsctive functioning, Dh: explanztion

ol group differencer in rates of Juverile delingiency is sourhd in wopd

4
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to achieve gimllar goals, and/or variations in corstrainis 04 devismee

£ 08 e ¥

reguiting from ditf{orences in the zose or dlificulty ¢f wiclating
&3 ; 2 3

phecod norms, Thoso theorles sve lmpllcitly based cn{t*\ro pre r.ﬁsc:s,;x

e e AH AR 2

(1) Pirst, there ig a larze meagire of agroaent among neavrly =211

4

the mambzra of our soclety and emang 231 the various socﬁ_aii. groups and
J

soclal cevegorics that constibule the scclety on the v&‘. 'Eu bl:au da?ma

corbasin behavicers a9 delingnens and (:z’zminalu C:or::c;:zu@n‘b'l.z_fq differences

i st e e 4 =S
et s o e

in jorenile delinguency rates botwesn social categeries cannst be explizined

‘u.

on the bagiz of differsnces in walues gevemdng delirgusncey, U ney o

mfy e *3 ohu case ‘thet r’d.vqwnm a[.d cr iwingle ! rave valusg bl

ai fjm i‘\*o- thos‘c o“ nonvad@};mw;n, 3 and non-crimlnsls, Bul even if
they do, the social zroups from wlhiich delinguents are digprepertionately

drae do not espouse values condoning delinquency. The theories in
ousstion do, &f course, aduit {in Jech, ingist) thet the valse wrlenias

3 ddffer dn marled

('J

tiong of pecple cccupying differsnt soclal locatio

and important weysy they clzim only that evalonations &o not diffex

gubstentialiy in the dsfinitions of lawfvl conducts
/f}//{l
This premisas concsriing the wwﬁoxmcy of cultursl waluws defining A
delinguency ig in its turn based on cortain furiher zs iU by PN on_j, clepeniﬂ ne

on hcwr far the thoorist wants to carry the assurpticn of uwoifermity. The \\}ﬂ;w
t""'ﬁ"‘lﬂ ij SUC’C'L.LC’S_Q)G' {
TR SN et

———

v ey asswie that thers ig u_nlr.orr.."j_ty 52

_—\_— e aial ) 2
{LL] cocietiegy or T Lh_n If the theorigst assames - A -
R o
)
(25 rone to be czauined hore d.o) that there iz & rough wifamity of - A

values geverming lawful and uwnlgwfidl behavlor hetween 211 sond e’bies:«

s Pt 2L -o«x

thig asswpblon may bs baséd on either or both of fwo further premigest

that there ere uniform roquiresienbts for the elfcetive funct .l«mmg of

sccisd, sys e {eefep 2o growp cowlld survive the = 5014 bed wncontrelled
murder) andfer thore ove unifenn reguizemsnis of humar rebars (eegae; the
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“'ta.on ofl invernal am.;om.. by is uaseﬂ cen The belie

clversity dn »eapect to Ll

need of all individusls for provection of the integrily of ths person).

I£ The theoriot assumes only thab within oll soeistles (b not /

between socleties) will there be o substantial wniformity of velues W

poverTing delinguoncy, this belief is based on adaptations of the two

forsgeing premigess  Ghe Idnds of values awbodicd in lswn bsnd to be

thoge required Loy the effective functloning of cach given society, s9

that eny parviculdar society reguires consenoug on fne basie volues thot

ave ingtitubicnalised in its lsuz,. wnd cannct therefors permit internal

goclak diﬂfcrsntiation-'bo prccsed g0 fa?: as o0 resuli in subgtanbtial

differences in outlosk in l‘wp'cfo to thoge vaiuog, O:?;eif.s The asswnpe

s£ that 4F human noture

iz s'o p'l,a&:"t.ic ca o allow for gz‘eau' V&F';dbll" ¥ in c:o:ncep‘bionu of unlage
ful ccmu\,b baax"um uOC..LL.'LlCo: there are novertheless somie mivers ;a"
\,harucuc;._.zti s of human natuaresetoo wedk to naintaln their identity iu
the foce of wide varla blons in ('ulwre bedrewn whole sosisbics, bub of
sufficlent strengbh se that being swjected to some dogriee of erwirons
nenatl similarity, they assert thamselves in similariiy of basic velus
orient sblond, That is, Ulﬂu._ a gcciety there iz inswificient dissimie
larity of socizl coandition to ob’h terate the identity of ce;-'"t.,@in aniversal

hvmen rceds, which then scrve as a foundation for a comuon core of value

agreement withia the socicty,
Pinally, the thsorist may sssume only that vithdn somc typss of

socicty is ‘c&zcra wiformity in values defining delinguent conduet, becauss

-

of the neculw.f "m1u;m:m’ct9 of the gpecif ic twpey This 1g as far as
most of the thzorists wo shall congidsy go. For cxmmple, a demceratic

equalitarion socicty Ly definivica holds ou‘" gimilar values and goalk

in many spheres of social 1ife for g1l mepbers of tho gociely, so ihat

& goalo and velues i3 nod instituL“mﬂl_,z:;cr,

&



! of Ve J_l\. mnn_»@ﬂm.uy, wa find lea?; x

The requironents of a democretic scclevy fov vnive

and welvergal agscent also gener ateu:::cs uras.
e

S

lc; ncL of social CJ._lifC"‘OnuL.uiOﬂr-'Lﬂ",LCh Durbhe T preventg the U‘L‘zfr’[, ncea

e
of int o,r,cal subcvltural verdl uiOZ(lE—l in baslc velua ocitentationse In.
short, democratic culitural values c'o noL l,olm'" te, noe )'LTuC wrel arra_ngcm
o

ments parnit sufficiont dnsulation Lor the .'_c?.:'z'v':jlc‘;uz.sn‘& of veiieslly

dii‘fex’ent orientetions in respoct o basic valuss of the Ifind institutlons

" \_'aJ_ldcsc in laws,

3 JT i P‘"uuacamv 65131 fuxthsr ,‘:.nto"jthe logicel demands of the- pr'?mse

it enteils cozdain CSUJ’Z‘/ MOPS CSOuCoI‘I’l.L"l”‘

?
. ‘¢ .
¢ L :
’uho m'.v,u,.’o of .}."’U’ and of cha J’ua,wn JC‘*'“:u‘ rush lewg ntay :cx,:r..m.. 1{5
umqr’ﬂ power of ’C-hih constituent groups of & soclety, Lat-: is also an

cxpraoglon of the valus conggnous. of the ontire socisvy. Reither is

the St&t@ m-“'\‘o.gv oY m'*l_m.fﬂy a tool of ths suling closs or any other

dcm..nz:nb gmapg but . an inshrument for the realization cof comaon values + y
Ve céb{z/ﬂ

o y TE : 11 f )jfTJ/V‘./LD’ Wét/ld"tgt
erl the general 20..,£31'Go] A U)@ 7’:(,///% /:{ i L M'VV\//{

(Q) The second najor premise of 'thuO""lLS of gtructural and cvltucel

malfenetd on:.ng ig Umu Humen beings are c“m.?les under gpocifled condiw

tiong, of comnitting acbq taey bolicre %o _ba wronoq That isg, norn violee
— —— e

——— e

tlon can and ofton does ocour wibh(“u'o prior conmitasnt to alter aau‘ﬁ_‘rﬁ:

<

velues that pozitively sanction the proscribed behaviera. Deviancs nced
e RIS =

V/ \\____—-

not te normative, I£ ths pathological conditiong thal cauze duvlirguency

\__,___.__—_‘_____—/

ars vory peyked end ’persist ovor long timd pericdsy delinquenesr gube

culibures may ari.ﬁo in ¢he afflicted social locaticns, where there are

high concen‘t-mtions of delinguentgs, These svberliuxes mey (bub nesd
not necossarily) eveluate delinguent behovier pesitively, and, for some
children inducted into them a posltive evalvntion of delinguamt conduct

may therclore procode thelr delinquency. Bub neithor delinguent sube



- bear to violals nermans wiless the

’ v - . . , -
cultures ncg a positive cvaluation of delinguent conduct by the offencer

sre pecessary intervening gevc_,ol}lﬁ(_‘l‘lt ovwoen the csuses of dedj 'anu:r'cy

and dc.&_mwonb behaviors The ungz:rly* g asswribion is 1,11:1* “ocj Jlg_zcu.lon

ig ncver pe:i’e:ct 5 although soc :‘e.ll,_ablon may vary fron inaderuate ‘o’

‘ededuate levels undsy diiferent civevms fancem s 1t never zohicves thab

atate of perfect axvticulavion batu gen man and SGuJ_CT;J vharoe nen cannot

zir doviancs iz sanctioned by slternative

ce

values. Henes, whon giructural and culbural conditions ensourane L:m

viclationse=yhon pesds eve DT‘@&SLC; Or COoNtXOls are ‘Lrwkcﬁnau h viclations

pﬁcbl"c, of the ins uluvtux::»L:awon oi‘ doviant valves

will gconr ivros

'\———.——.—_

(even Lhough uhe ins ilw ru.ongl jmatd .on of M\:“ m{. luf,_‘ zm,y thm,_w. Ll‘v_ 4 /ﬁ
R L —— -t
; oy ' St .
impact of w,.iaqw'ncyupmdunzro social conditiionz)s : Al Vi" A “‘/.(
- - B 1)t AT
A { T, |
Lt

By Theories of the autoncny of culturel value systams como_onlnrr
‘l\, 7 ‘\(/7\‘///0 At

deﬁj_n:;u@n@ya Dclinqp.ency rozults f{von lack of apresmendt on '\m?ll

‘defining delinquent conducty not £rom impediments to the r@auza'blon of

Heithor malfunchioning individualis nor malfunctioming
goclal / cultural systemsg are required do accou_ 70‘1 he Angptd

ehars d TLIUET

tu’oionallzam on

of /d_g_ianu values, - The 8 uhoori h:we somebines been called cul‘aux\,
T TTTe—

coni'ﬁ!_w*b 'tho ms = ol .uural tran micsi

-r

ion theories, Tub these labels

ture conflict

are ina Dp'fopriaw for our purpm :3Jc ;Eor not all kinds of cu
—_—

or cultural tronsminsion theorﬁ as need cmbe_'.l an e*co Llanation of dsline

es 1t 'to vc.lue dJ.i‘cx’vnc 8 in the del inition D.L

quent ’*onc‘:t.cb _n“c’o you
d(élmuiaencgr itgel.:.

Jo— _—’—’—‘_\ N
plain delinguency in termg oF ddfferential delinitions of cxru.mauen cy

Ve are concerned now only 11%11 theorices tinb exwe

derived from autcnoncus value systems. Delinguency occurs because one

uency what ancther condenzs as rlght cone

yalue system condemns 23 do

ducte Tor cxmaple, gome culture conflict theorics mey »efer to conflicts



cont'rol_ jﬂ.the subordinate -gz*oupl{.-or Lengidng between

o theﬁ’:ies- 'of value deviencs or 'th'eoriés of normatlve devzm-ce-»s:ma«a

thﬂy aoM % that g“aups Hith' Iuga :cz:ses of deviance b va con"“ ti’on;ﬂ_.

of values other than these defining delinquent conduct, sd that wha
5 7 .

culture conflict 1s used to expolaln delinguency, it does not involve

the agsertion that delinquents are gpocledized into a cullure ham.n;

dolinquc-nt values o «\}L‘/ else culturs, conflict mayv bo vic:-rszd 85 _ENCORl

passing va]u') cla 83 Umh animo 0*,1?(1‘:_,9 cono priong of delinauent

—

conduf =3 LLL cvlburca CO’L. “lict 1s thought L.J c:av 3 d@]inomnc)r for reascns

R e e et ———

other than the pes _Lb Lve sa.nc*bwmn" o dfllmawt ‘eonduc b U by one Q:f

igh.s'cont naul[; culbmc 51 bscsnse.i‘b ‘regulba dn disints

g”‘oupw that weslen commrby oo '\ﬂ 9y OT Wankening of, corw_io Gnu 'i:fé"'

——— ———. ey s
e e g e

.—'—“’—

any &yst@n of va_'l.uas;, ctee. ouch omow ed do 7ot g E?..L.Lv*.y u,uim‘ uhe

; zmbric H: ‘ars now congid lng 1 'f*a none of the int c*‘vevz m.\:r vu a" ies )

,L.nvolwd Lo o*:rla_r why cul"u:cm, cozz,nllct cawsen d:;lm Gy .LJ comm,..tm

' W\nb (.,O @ bye tent of wxliues con’far::@ti;dmal in ong proup bub -JL avaezw T

in anct'mrq

" Por present purposes, then, the theorics undar ’ravicw' sy Yo ccﬂ,lad

values that ars devient only according to the standards df scus othsr

cultural gystemy,; end %that deviance iﬁ s_m 1y novmative bs_lavim' in sucn
3

groupas -y~ v V‘/‘M&C/

These thoorisd depend on \tfwo pramis e% which are tha omos:..m o*" \Aj;f/

thyge gpecified eboveu (1) Blohin o goclety there aro marksd differw wv//

onoes in elbursl 'U*a.’l.ucs defining dslinquency, In some cased theseo //

difi‘emnces gre openly acknowledged by the severa scc_.al [;‘oups that
carry divergent values; in other cases a sesming unif orr.-m:y nay pravaq_l
in regpect to evalvatlons of delingaency, butbtis mifo:ﬂnity resulbs

Irom pressuraa of deminant conienvional groups znd fears of subordineoe

wuu
iy



"lawful conduct, DLilewlse, the :

deviant giroups, le ading ©o nere verbal sgresment with official vc,JucsD

The verisbilitvy of culiural values &s belbucca sosisties is slartling

and obviouss and this variability exiends cven 1o the most bagic values,

guch ag those definming Jawlul and wilawful conduct, Mawan naturs is so

plastic ’ohat it amnct serve as 3 censtrainh on the formati.on of m.urvel»

ously oive ese conceptionsg of *‘i[ln, con&uc&,. Unifowa inzean needs or unde

fora reguwirenentvg for eflective hu:;:n Tunctbioning cwot be di ,jcc—wd-ﬂe

or if they can, they are so gensral and mailedbie thzb they con bé satige
fied in ways too -various o rasvls 30 wniformis ties of values cefinin

requirsrents fo whe e:!;‘fec tive functioning
of socis:-‘biqs aro oitlier zmo’isua'jmrf”ble or g guneral "hu} ‘Gl:c:‘} ~an bb

fuifilled in such an &%'”ao“dhr‘*‘*y vc.:":wty of t'aya Tht agc,:v.n 6o unie

'i’ommtvs in b:m.-c values can igsus . .L'?"Om this source,

Yithin gach socicty, no ‘ba.sis for wpiforyity can ba foumd eltimye

TS A

While 1t is btrus thai theilea of a society implies at least some valus

consensus, this consonsus is insufficient to orerride tha lnizerent

'p,,ad‘o,,cn.ny of mman muurc; g0 that oven given thet degree of similarity

of condn_m-on whi cn mest prexr"_.l in gn‘/ enmtxr gu “:LC:Lea\."ly kmid cro' bs

'culled a societ,) 5 wniforn mities "oi‘ huszan natars will stlll ’ne Too feebls

and too general o result in their uniform expression un'f'our*r,oui, ‘ths

s0cletys
Further, while 1t certeinly is true that within cach sSecisty a more

affactive level of functioning vould result if there vwere wniformity of

basic valueg, socletlies can obvioualy persigt at lazz th an pord fect Lovels

of integration; thercfore, equilibrating tendencica le restore conscasug
_ 7
on basiz values nesd not be seb in motion until dyvastic levels of male

functioning are reached. Hace within any soclety groups carrying

as their comventional culiwral .h.az*.’-.“:,--,s- ay SCTVE af

daviant velues



4 more or less consvantly present gource of delinquernt concduct. In

acdition, functional cmd_m_cnw %o conseasus on values defining deline

queney may be found in the use of physical fores o¥ cconamic or soclal

—
domination by pewerful groups to insure con o“:u.qf o Lls Isntional r’\‘uher

than delinquerrt valucs P

Finzlly, where theorists of the fivst type basge thelr a .u;r.,uoq

of value u:LL.fo_m).uy conCEr: mng afeY ;aaaﬁnc;y on uh" pu icw_l-,r reoulrenents

cf modern demoratlc Bcci i(/ug unﬁocurw of "c‘alwa deviance d:z)y bruu

L

guch roquircnentg, even 1f they e::cL.n:J can cbliterebe the effects of

aocial d;_ffemquLmblon in prodn":mw Ll...VC""E,’"‘T'u .JLL)G(,J. ural value g3 ﬂtc;'m.:-*

defining d.elulqusncy in nonconvansional termz,. in uho fJMc b ano.coachg

~the requirements of modern demscratic sccleties are seen ag providihg

a thrust toward incocrporation of coastituent subgroups into the larger
gocietye : On \“,Ju; strauctural sids, the pv"oce seg of incorporation, by
roducing incaualities of social condition, seb linits to social differe
entiation of subgroups, thez'eby_ diminishing thels capacity “o sez*vé as
a potent sourcs of divergcnt. subculturael values. For exsmple, where
mamal workors recei{re gﬁ:eatef ec;onomic rewards and whers their econonic
rights ares institutionaliged in the form of. legal accepiencs of wndonism,
gocial security, and the like, their fuller incorperation into soclety
diminishes thelr dlstinctivencss as a clzss and thus the cepaclty of
class differeniiation to preducs distinctive valuess |

Byt of course social clfforentiaition, Though limitsd 11'1 corain
ways by democrstization, is neveriholess a facy c‘Z modern 2s of all
societies, Hovever, on the cultural side, the high Talue placed on
wrdversal invorporation of tho meﬁba;s of a democratic soclely neans _ ‘5

that differcntiated social groups do not find 1% o ay Jo develop Aiffsi



: B i A

entiated moral values because sepragation of woral goals by social condition

1s not legis timate aceording to demcorntio *Jaluesf If dezocratic values hold

out the same ocomomic goals to all (everyons showld stxlve for econtmic sutcess
and everyone hes the xight to access o the means of achieving it); if democratic

values designate the same politlcel gpals for all (evervone has the duty of

participzting 4in the political procezs and the right of full cliigenship); then

democratic values above all define the same woral goals for gll, whatever ithose

moral goals may be (rot soTvi ce for the serf and honor for the lord, beb service

end hopor for 21l worcl egquala). By insisting that ait shara the same moral

'

commnlty, demoeratic values inhildt the deveicpment of different definpitions
of delinquent conduct. Where a valus systen legltimntes ons standard of conduct
‘ for elect soclal groups, and a different stondesrd forilesser soctal pgrouwns,

socigl differentietlion ie far noxe likely to vesult in different definitions of

l delinguent conducts In a democracy the encrmous appeal to gll groups of the

agsumption of moral equali'by and the illegiv .LUHG}” of distinct moml values for

different ocial categories oonb ne to davrpen the will of differentiated social

gronps 0 s2% up separate slandards of delinguent conduche
Tn contrast, theorists in cur second category deny that wmodern soclciies

are capable of producing value uniformiiy in raspact Yo delinguency. Only simple,

\ N

folk sooieties whers socirl differcntl

erehtiation 18 at a mairdmn and values are sacred

can achicve consensis in respect to what is defined as delinguent, The outstend-
irg characteristics of 'moder’n, owplex socl e*‘— es ars their exbtreme roclal dGifferw

entiation, the secularization of Tzlaes, and the divereity of values, all of
which result in failure to achieve consensug in respect %o basic values, including

thoss defining dclinquency, and the formation of meny subcultural value systems.

On the structural slide, the com—p‘-\ t7 of the division of labor and the wlgration
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and immigzration of groups bearing different cullures result in a scclal stiunctere

Mrftm"ed %hat the encapsalatloen of diverse eocial groups, not tho’,.r

sa diffe

-

{ncorporation into the larger soclety, 19 the primory fact of cuw "ci-:aei/ Such -

P

cetonslyTe structural differentistlon would by itself be enough to produce dlvere

gent concepvions of delinguency, but its Lwmpact Ls iroreased by the correlated

barriers to achlovement of officlally valued goala, So mariced are the rzevrlc.

tlons to full participation 1n the larger sceiely that subgreups retain or develop

value gysiems that diverge warkedly from cone encther. Disadvaniaged groups thus

z ver davelop comdtment to or turn G"*av from institw 1.0?131 values they cannoi

realize. Valuss congiuent with th alr yosition emonge @I" pf g SL and these soxrve

ap the basis for different ovaelvations of ects called delingwent by thoze not

sl lazly situated.

619 kg
b

common values in any soclety, even wodern ores, bub they are so few, so enieobled

for the culturel aspect of moilern societies, there are no doubt sovie

by thelr lack of sacred legitimstion, and so ganeral “rat they cannol serve &s

cffective guldes to uriform definitions of delinguency among the miltltade of

diverse groups that comorige a complex society. Ju st a5 there are no effective

barriors to subsiructural encapsul&‘ticn, there ere no effestive barriers to sube

cultural encapsuimtion. On the contrary. complex sochielbics, democratic or not,
encourag: rather than disceurage egncansulation.

If there 19 no agres ement about valuss governing dell “cuc,ncv then the legal

system cannot be an instrument for thz expresslion of valne consensus. The cefinish

tive chawracteristic of legal norus lo thatb they instituitionalize the valnss of

deminant groups abt the expense of those of subordinetc groupsa

state an Anetzument for the realization of the rnnml tm ifare, for thers is no

gla} consentus sboud what constituies the common goods lot the {,ch'»"al interest, b

w
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o
particular interests are sought in political iastl tations, and the state
reflects the interests of the mest powerful groups at the expenss of thosa vho é
Py ¢ (/L/w LZ P
are loss powerful. ,) m/\/M (u/wu&l ek L \V

)f”) The gecond s jor premise of ch ries of velue deviance ig that peopie

. o ] _ .
cannot gensrally comeit delinguent or crlmiral acts uritesg these acts have flost J

been definsd as proper or desireble by the groups o whlon whey owve a;.iogxavwaa / \\

The process of socialization into any human growp is g0 compailing and so su sesse

rul that men carnot bear to do things they beollievo are vrong. T"le.x."‘ concmLLms‘

of right and wrong are determined by 1 "xe gmoupse Lhat pociailidze Lhcm., The expsre

jance of socializatlon creates overylding social -needs, isucn an tha nead for

group approval or the nced for group a.ffilia’cicm\ uOCJ.cJ RN J'nu CJ'IJS:"Z.C‘TLS’-‘J

a degree of socieliged terror €0 overvhalming that he wlll not ordinarily ﬁs

,__—/——

viola‘bing the norms of his group., Exceptlons to this rule, for example, perscns

ate laws

who desire punishment by the group. or per’sons with a compuiision to viole
against their will, are usually sufforing ﬁ’cm zone peychopathology. But psycho~

loglcal causes of delinquency are not very iumvortont becavss most dellinguents

are norwal, and most pecple aren’t ﬁhat n‘zyd'zologa.ca}_ly disabied.

In trying to explaln group differences in rates of deid nrfuencm the searzh

for variations in pressures toward delinguency, oz comstyalnts on delinguency,

15 misgulded, 1f the search is conducted without reference to value differenc

because po matber bow strong the pushes and pulle toward delingquency, F will

rot, for the normal individual, producs delinguent acts antil those acts have

group approval. Iut an individunl cannot create group appro_val of a delinguent

act; only a group can create a culture defining thal act as non~delinquenty, 4

group under stress way coms o evaluate soms acts as non-delinguent whlch mors

the strespsg oT OPpol=

LN

favored groups evaluate as delirquendt; b unl.ess v does,

senbers wlll not pradies dvlu.m GRCY. Furtheimors,

nmitles exporienced by group



presuppasitdons.of_ tw;:, <C_epproaches.
. ee—— -

- 1 -

not nll grouwp differences in eveluations of delinguency have thelr origin:

in Qffercontial group stresses; some result from congquest or wlgration; some
ave historical residues: many wrat wimply be Lald to the incsplicable verlability

of human velues, since there are no natural oy socisl liwdis O what ¥inds of

concuet may be dou ned as right or woengz. Xn ony case, 4Af thy gource of group
differances in eveluations of delincusncey mey in many instonces be undisceavere
1 T dolinguency west alvays lie

able, thoe courwse of group d¢ifferences in zates COf
1n A.iferent deflrmitions of delinguency: &n no oiher way can the effectz of

soclalication bz mllifled, [ ha solo pressure tounrd delinguency s conformlty

o values condoning delinguency. Tho delingisnt is mi; viclating & couventional

norm; he is conforuing to a norm conventionsl for his group ket dellnguent fox
|

+*hose who make a5l enforce laws.

Tha forezoing elaboration of the sssumpilens underlyiig two &l.ffersnt

thenratical omonﬁa&wne toward delinguenoy resulfs from drawing out

It ie not cledmed that any paT‘\. culazr

theorist in ei'thar cemp %5 necessarily aware of these assumpticns; on the contrary,

the vlews just ontlined are almost entirely i wlmi'c rather than explicit, Further.

thess ars the assumptions viich theoristsin vne or the other camp would nake if

| . ,
they were logileslly gonsﬁ.s"cen*:a bk *'che'ra ere oFf course many iastances of incone

gistencys For eizmple, the assmroua_cm of va,:ic uniormity about delinguency

ilwplies that lew, et least in Tthls gocloty, “ws congenmualy but the wost popular

viea of law among students of delinguency, including those wno, like Cloward and

Ohlin, belicve Lho;e is consensus about uelnmenc values, 48 that 1t expresses

the interests of domirant groups.
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Curremd sociciosical thirking in delinguency hag ifs roots in the work

? Thrasheyr and of Shaw apd his collatoratoxs. At the theoretical lewel, very

of
Tew nev ezplanations have besn advenced thet vers not hlnZed at in Tthelr work,
21b0ss net elways sye ne.’c'fca17‘"; instead, thore hzs bsen a newvrowing of

semo of whleh has

o e

hordzons in censidering vwhat cousal faclors zre 2 work,

been congiricting, bat some of which hes resuited in greater theorstl "'1 vigoy

and el°g:mcc.,

5 oy ap

assoclatas, 1Iln0—pally "‘m‘ka

[¢]

Eaglonlug.in 1929 Shaw ens-varion
conduched a serles of studies, using officilal vecoyds, which showed that in

| .
Chicago and many other cifies dellnquency rates, troaney, recldivism, ook

tﬁ.

s

(

ment Bo cor':owtmr.&. instltuticng, end adult criwinality ‘::.x*f.od rmarhedly LY

arcae. 1in gensfal,, rates were highest in slum arsas near the ai_ty center arnld

dimhtiehed as econorie level and distznse from the center of the ity invreased,

exeeptions to this role occurring in ersas of imlustry amd commexrcs outaide

tha ¢l%y center. Areas of high end low delinguency retes wmainiuined tneir

3.8 of sories cowpiled in difvezant

relative positions aver WRWY YL8Ys, as analysi
time poriods showed. The theoretical task is To explein thesa srea ¢ifferen
tials in dellnguency.

Thracher in 1927 roporbed on wore than 1200 gengs in C‘ucagp His theory

cf delincnency 1s cecigied to explaln vy de clinguent ganps wers concentrated

in slum argas.

\Ea canses of delinquency may be d.)"rc\cd ‘n 0 preszures toward delinguency

The Lm;\.’m on to deviete or conforu s affesched

znd constraints on delinguency.

the rewvards and.




v

- of delinquent acis. Consts

\pre gsures toward deli_nquency, since

unighments cxperlencaed b a;mn or '*,oc adnine the geals (Lboys, status
D g oY X & _ MED

fOf whlch chnqucm <,c:’ts are unc mﬁano, snd the rewsrds snd punishnents

ti.on: z) gttached 1o uqlng o 0. usm;v od mquent nuans (stoalimgﬁo Preyg-
TrecTet B s

(sanc e

e e
sures reior Lo extrinsic forces that increase Or decreste the deslre Lo engage
iy éelinquency for the sake of the poala it can echicre, that 1s, variations

i the wolivatlon to commit deifnquent acts, conzldered apart frew the sanciions

Intrinetcally attached to the use of delinguent means. Urreet needs that can

be saticfied through delinguency are the source of pressuraes toward delinguensy.

Congtraints refer to.intrinsic forces that incresse ox decmaJs the desl.re. (o

engage in delinguency for the sake of av oldlng punlgiment for uslng delinquent

meensg, lrrespective of the level of nowivadion to achiove the exvrinsic goals
¥

zints are the set of social controls, both external

and internal, direct and indlrcet. In sum, pressures tewexd dellnguency are the

reverds gained from delinquencys; constrainhs on delincuency are the punlehments

earnad from-delinquency. (Put the other wey rourd, prescures towsrd confoxrmity

are the veiards for conforming, sach s freedom from guilt or social approval,

and const~alr.ts on conformity oxg the pumishments suffered for cer .fo-mlng’
(,/u s //// Al //~t~/C /mwz,é///,’(,

Ar

such as lack of desired material things,)

Para - -

The Ghlcm, school . emphasizes constraints on delinguenc z’a"&hor than R SN
I ! /

i
e e et st e

1?: e:«‘pJ.alns area differeniials primarily

T T e e ——

in terms of VctT} au;ons in oo*mm,nl Ty dlS/DfL.,cn «chn, ard hence of cepacity for

effeative soolal control.| Shaw and Thyasher ook it for g"anhed t‘mb uhf___exbr’lnv-

\

si:c,;gc:ards of doanm.cncy (accuisition of desived goods,. for c:mmple) viere an
—— e mr— -

obvlous and efo“p"c"cnt source of pressurs touard de]imuenqy, and that the
T S LT ARG

more qrmortanc deuermna% oi‘ e(,llnquencv lay in varizticons in the lnteins




o

roverds and purdslments for ceaformliy or deviance. s delermlined by the

atrenzgth and effectivoness of the system of social combrol. Bat in both
'~

instances orucial ceusal Awportance is given to verlatlons in pressures toward

delinguency, and thls serves as a baslc organizing p iL'"m.ﬁle in sach apm’c Gl

. - v ‘ ~ s A kd 4 1
Tt %5 best to Login here, sinco this portion of thelr work is wore logleelly L ,té
AL
Y /f-‘/ .
conslatent and establlishes thelr thsowziss as at least pertlally opposed to /;’t/i? (:C]
VAR g i
a -'U"'ﬁ P
1 . . E ) J LR fl,’__ = ‘_-.2..(-(
bh@ ?D’):ﬁa\.h of velue deviznce, Sty G (7 / ) Co v frt Cat e A /)«‘..(.tiﬂ"' )//uﬁ
11) o A A ’ . [ _ cT I
/ ] ( R l«J ~ A'({LC/&'['LZCC -
Ay Pressures <D . Y S 4
e N e nd LT A ‘.
In -e:‘cplalning area: GLfferenlals in delinguency, Trasher and Shew find
'——’\_.__——-___-

Tuo genaral causes of variations in pressures toward delinguency: variztions

in the capaci‘i;y_ to s2¥sfy certaln universel humen nesds, and vardatlons In

the capacilty to reach the culturel goal of 2 uwniforwly kign level of meterial

statuse. . Thrasher in pa;bimlar papke

’ T T e e s

gratvification and economic and soclul

n

conaxderable (;“thldls 0*1 a set of ba sl nse:m he assu,zect were common Lo

chiidren: vecarl‘by, fellowship, stabus, and exclitement (thews are the same

a8 Wo. I. Thowmasz! four wlshest security, response, recogrition, snd new GIDer.

ience).3 Thera is 1y systematie efiori, To show how aud iy these needs are

T

pot met in sl commnlties:; it is rmore or less %a(ccn for granted as obvious

—_—
‘\.
Py arotste

The prozimate cm:se of failux re t0 meet ulnos\a nozids 48 attr* b‘o qu %o the &
hY

iza’cion of :’mf*ti tutions, bubt traci ng bc_c;‘c far encugh in the chain of causes

(see balow) we finglly gét o cconomic level as the min determlnant, as vwiell

as the heterogensily end wobdlity of slum populations, In wealthler, mors stable

ard more howepgencous comminities the family and other dnstituilons have myrs

and better means of gratifying chdlldren's neads than in pooT CCR manities composed

of uprcoted, diverse, and mobile individuals. Foys thms Join gangs o Ta chlcve

a move adequate satisfaction of their wi (Jn:s" and gangs rosult from ’ch(z Yaffort

”




of toys to create a cociety for theuselvezs whees none edecuiate to thelr needs

GRAENG . 1D e gong "fills a gap'; 1% Yolfers a eubaltifete for what BoCiLEty

L.

fails to glve.”

)

Tn their earlier wotk Shaw and McRay also glve some atieition to the
same fcur necdm? Eecause the slun comrmnify f2lls o prowide instltuidonal

meang for thelr sati.sfacltion, glum children ars propelled “nto el Inquost gangs

in order <o gratilfy these ummel necdes

0f ymeh more imporbancs in the work of Sh X md “k‘Kmy 1g the boliof that

’

a mw—“:c* source of variation Jn TUSSUXGS Lm*:tm dollncuonc 17 cs in L;he difi‘e’.ﬂm
P Yy 8 )

er?;ial capacilty of the ssva*al <=c0mm:«.c utmﬁa to meet uwnifomm goJu for u:}nlf"ea

ment of high .,aoial &nd @ooncrlec statuse YTn a fres soclely the struggle o
L o4 e ke

o ORIV [

improve one's status in terms cf avcepted va'lues 1z common to ail persons in

1AL

. o .8 . .
211 soclal strata."™ Pub there is a "dispariy in the fecilitics avelilable in

people in different commrdtios for achieving a satisfactery position of scglal

gsecurlty and pr@sﬁiges“g "Tn the low-diicone areszs » « » chere exdlsis the
greatest disparity between The ssclal valuos 4o vhich the pecple asplre and

. o . o : 1
the aveilsbility of faciililes Jor acqtmmng these values in comventionzl ways.'

The great causal importance Sheir and MoXay attached To this discrepancy 1s

indicated in the following quotation:

The pencral theoretical framswork within whi ch 21l ccmrmunity data are
iviterpreied o o o 18 o « o that the diifeventl ation _‘.‘ araas and the
cogregation of oooulatlon within the city howve rosulbed in wide varia~
tion of CiDl.;OTuU. files in the gerugsle for position wl hd.n our goclal orders
The groups in the arcas of lowest cconomlc status find theusalves at a
disadvanisss in the stxuggle to echieve the goals idezlized in our civil-
1zation. These differences ore trenslated inte corduet through ths
gensral s*'ruf'f;l;, for those econcmic cymbols sirlch signdiy a deslrable
pasition in the larger social order. Those perscns who oncm:;,r 2 disad~

vantageous position ave Lymolved in a confll ct batween the goals assumed
%o be stiaipable in a free sochely and those acitually atiainable for a

large proportion of the pemuleion. IT 1s underatondatle, then, thet the
s of laasgst opporbwiily

acenomic position of percons Y.wing ln the area
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L efford o rewonsile the ideslised status and cthely

A md e S PR U g (U e R

OF 2TNGI ;:lmv w.u* shatas, Siace, in cur cvlituve, stotar
5 o '~ ey x5 PR S

Taely in orm.\: TEGNS, - Lho differences Latwesn

FEPACH A
in ‘b:}"i‘.& of coornpmiic status betomoe ’Ch'* mest imporian

The inabliity to regiize corwentional valusg, tach, pashes the sium il

into delinquency as a wmeans of achieving the amie goals he shares wlth children
from other sirota.

In wrespscd to presswres toward delinguency, the crucisz flemeniia

W

A4 Thrashor and theoristz of value deﬂrjwnas A5 that Shatr and:

Thrasher are notediritating the thrugt towerd de‘f ingu en“'-r o bedm* alex mu,acd :

intQ a valun ’**"uf:n wnlca p.*?@‘*c wibzu e(.!..LLn-{LLL:.llu gsalb, Urlike emin, . ;)ﬂ;’ijf EXE

not implying u“t chi en frow vaxious ethrie or racial gfmma nay degirs a
s~pc;:a ess:’cc;; ~1.L‘o‘:?'a_f «aals conventionzl Tor c'*;&_}?{} d’g‘}}fﬂ’imﬁ mr the rom,

of the saetcta‘,’ I\or do they say, like Hiller, that lower=class culwure eabidies '
dlstinctive valnas, swdh as violence, which le2d the child into delingusucy clmply

° 1

as a resulb of conformily bo HWie acecepled standards of his class. They do mt

view an cpen class s*I;:c-ucm*se in a demwocratic ssol oty a8 sufflciently vigid or

as. sufficiently ins*u-,au,mo +o produce pegregabed olass goalss On tha contrary,:

they spexk of the “traditions of a fluld status struciure” in whlch the poor
amot rasist the selw"mv lure of a central valus systen thet proclaing the

'
2. —~a

tgséumption that all pargons have access to the luwsmry patbern of life, and tha

S \-.»‘

R 1
ii‘ the person does not have access he Ls being deprived of whet he jusily descrves.”

o

{Ib/y., do ot join delinquent gangs becsmuss ’Lh'y are puz«‘am:v clol.,rc,J.enu

goals presceribed by .sons subcul‘?-urep tut becausa bney are pursuing cenveind. f~:\al
e T

goals derdved from universaily present. lnman nt‘(’dd, 017 COIn "CQLILOD..,:L goals

c’zsriv&:l

33 lack of lagliimate means 1o

from umiiormly dj_stribu'te:l cultural ve.'ldw‘ \Ti'.zcu lach




o

vl

'n:ent; and (2) the discrepancy tetween the desive snd the yealil

"discrepancy score is 2.

iafy these goals lecds them into delinquent gangs where i1llegitlmate

[CRO0N

meany arve then justified Ty dellnguent values, Delinquent values are tha

dependent variable, ot the indeperdent varlables : -
In swmmery, Shaw and “’b*ofhar nave 4idont rfied o canaes of pressures ﬁ\
toward delirngueney: CGroup dlx“fcu soes in dell rquoncy rates axre explalned cy
variations in the megnitude of (1) the discrepancy betwzen the degire and tha
status, fello%-rrsbip and excite-

K'd

reallty of nrh_m‘ inp homan geals of seCUYitys,

%y of achleving

high social and econowic stauss l
' T —

Tn the flrst instance the size of the diserspancy lo determined by one
constant (lmmen needa), and one varigble (access to the means of achisving
those necds): therefore the gearch for determinanto of the slze of tho diser

pancy need ooly fovus on the @stemsl nants of variations in access. Bot in

the second jnatance the size of the discrepancy is actually detdymined by two

variables: the height of the aspiruulon lg,vol (zm.ch Sh‘:w end Mekay, Lko

Iucrcan, COlI\,I", and Clow a-ld and Onlln after thm’x, loo*cuy “-pfaazc of as ur 12 T,

and therefore a cons tan’u), and the’ dngrae of ucresqo It follcmrs that proci‘

of this theory %4s not dependent on £ findin ng & nn..i‘om asplration level fox

every stratum, but only on finding a higher dlzcrepency score 1oi ~ the lover

then the higher strata. Suppose that There are six ccoupational strata, range

ing from unskilled at Tewel 1 %o professionals at level 6., Group 5 and 6 boys

aspire to the Gth end hiphest ocoupational 1evé1= end expost to reach it, glve
ing thew é' discrepancy score of 03 the group L toys aspire to 5, tut don't
expect to reach it, giving thea e discrepency score ¢f 1; the lowest stratum,
group 1 boys, only aspire ‘w level 3, but don_"c amect 40 reach it-e~ihelr

The thecry stetes thel group 1 boys, who have the



desirve higher goels than they have the means

w 2L -

greatest gep, would have the highest delinguensy rates, evon though they

have ths 1ove st aspiration levels. Inm shori, an e:m:zlita.r:‘x'n eociecv, even

1f it doesnih holu out gractly the samo status goals for all, not only exhorts

everyone to asplre ’li,:,).‘LC,_L than their position of origin, Tt slresses thelr

right to better 1e~:w<>1wu. hs long &g this valus lzads lower sirale to

to resch, the lower streta will

have greater discrepzncles bstueen their desize for ststus aund the possitllity
of achieving ity
Shaw and FoKay's have

i

\ Iors rccent f‘OI‘Z‘x‘.llg.Gﬂ ons of views similar to
7C

1ted warked AL sbe.d ef bscause ciitics have wrongly boll.erad that the th esz*i

required that there bs identical aspiration ievels for a1l strata. Since 2ll
| _

studles show thav thare are scne sitrata differences in absolote level of aspir-

glion, the thenry 35 teken to be false. Int it Ras just been demonstrated

that thig is &n erroncous basis for invalldating these theorles. A1l studies

having data on boih desired goals (¥het respendsant muld iike to achiove,

gither educationally or oecupstionally) and expected gv;alw (what they realisiie
cally estimate they will bc agbls to f,w}, show that the lowest strats h;m. the
highest discrepmmy betueon desire and 1°aa111:j° Thisz 1s E&ae very patisrn Bred
by the theories under rovie.

Furthermore, within the lowest styaium, selection for delinquency must

follow the same princlple. Kitsusc and Dietrick chide Cchen for falllag %o
see that hig theory requives the sium Mcollege Loy, 1 pet %“he slum delinguent,

to be the one who has the mosl awbiTelence %o the middls class gysten, since

by eeplring so high the "college boy" kas to glve up 2ll his worklng class

{riends and habits,  Bat Cohen doen not say that high ﬁpi?’auionu and the



sacriflcos they entail gre the basle of ambivalence ard henoe reaction-

formation. He says that i1t is etatus deprivation deriving fron the gap

belwoen desired status and expsctsd status that causes the embivalence

Jeacing to delingquency, Hlgh acpl rotiona coupled with sxpacied sugcess

in achieving them do mot produce status deprivation, 1o matter what the

sacrifice. I the “"eolless boy' is doing well In school and getting support

for Mg geals fiom teachersz, fardly, and friends, his spesclal rescurcses and

current success would Lead him to believe hefll gat %o oollege: he has mo

' dlocrepancy between his gosl of college and hin estimate of whether he'll

reach there, and thus isn't suffcring from status af*p'uvai, 1.011e { A boy who has

much lower aspirations but dossn't feel ho's going to gel anyehzre at all in

the ptatus system is the one who has the most diserepant goals, and whe will

sherefora suffor Lho wost stalus anziety. Kibouss amd Dletrldels error lies

in failure to see that status deprivation is a funcilon of two variablesmsms

height of asplrations and expeciolicn of reaching thensesnot just one. }

B, Constraints
In establlshing ‘Lhe causes of calinﬁumcy Shaw and Th:ashsr place

grester emphesip on constraints, or the sat of social controels, than on presSe

surass

\ Shaw and Thrasher explaln commu m‘y differentlals in delinguoncy ratss

\
by vertetions in the degree of "ocui 1 sorganization. Thils statement is not

yot a theory, for the theory onstals in stafing what the compouents of socizl

disorgpnha*tion are; tut many students of delingquency have eriticized the

very concﬁpt of swecial dlﬂox‘ganiza‘tion znd by implleation the whole theoretical

hgaln and again 1t is cl aimed (“uoh vland, hhybe,
PR ____/—f’—‘—\_____.__._ e
¢ !
Pordua, Wlensky and Lebau}:)lp that the congept of & clal disowganlzabmﬁ is

entorprise implied by ivs uses

:‘:—‘"W .o
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mieleading beeauss 1t Llmplies on the structursl side a lack of org’l‘q_rvam o,

T T e e—

and on the cu'L"ﬁml gide a moml T CUU T‘ne'za lel:zca ions are held to be

sociologi,cully :mmﬂsime, cr a{: lcast gugpect (overy g2oup has an owmm_za.,

tion and a culture), and empiriceily ustrue {the slumw contains a rich network
TP .

of informal relations and of delinguent and oriwinal instlitutions, at the

least, end on claborate delingusnt and criminsl cultvre), It is tiresoms 1o

gecusa the Chicago school of fallurs to rerognize the delinguent and criminal
orpenization and giitvire oince thelr vio ik 3.:3 rvploue ,rl{,h description and™
Dnli\‘quen% and cm,uxn&l g,rcnms are rot wtcmﬁ nous.

crirdnalse

canphasis oi" those very factss
with the slwmn, however: st slum CL’GI.L@PS are not duLPnunan o

i\txat they are reforring %o by soclal disorgenization is ‘Lho pauc:'l cy and weaku

Imat they want to cxp.,:—:in is

m3<=s of convomﬁ onal .Lnsui’cutions 'md mlmwos;

procisely mny dclincua.n’c, ..J‘L,I“U.CGII*G and culture are swnga \ " |

That anthropologlceal descripd ’Lms oi’ ulum cc;.mmt‘i es, like Uny’r,e S

vnicvh com:ain ™w campﬂra‘bive data for nou-slum cczmmmi‘i:iss, saggest that there

—— ————

is a si*,ab;.e Il&u’\}-’Dz.x( of ‘%nfom.ﬂ _EPOUpSs and primary ra,la lons, does ngt prove

that the over-all structure of f theovelun is as densely or as effec tively organ~ .

_ﬁ/’—’—’ T
fzad as other commumitieds "’I’ho vagt mumber of studies chowing that muwersmp

—————— .

in forpal voluntary as:,oca,aw ong 15 ebsolutely and relatively very low azcmg

e e

—————

t‘ne peoy exe Too mpL knorm o be ci l/edo Dbt 4% has also bheen shown thet member-

ehip in informal proups (such as goclzl end athletde grovps) is lower among the

poor, and primary tiesw-allegedly so xich in the slun~--ovo in fast fewer:

pamber of friends, frequency of vigiis with friends or nelghtors, and frequsney

of contacts with femily members outeide the lrzaediate conjugal unlt are a1l

less for the lower than the highsr stzaba, Of course these measures are but one
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ind of index of the degres ard effectiveness of orgorization, but on the

focé of 3%, the asgertion tnb L osiums are c.nvoz’gamzod relative to other

A

comuritics 18 capirically confiimmed rather than not. __‘

I

e

o 1

I\lr‘tner"orq Lhe 1dea that CO"""mI"_lC“OS can Very in ir‘ .L 1tional

effectlvensss or cultuml inbogration, that structures and culturgs can break

dovm, 15 harul*r a sociological heresy. ALnomle 1s & very respsctadvle notlion, 2 ‘6! U
- — A o
. ———— Ve M
e e Tt Ah 4 o !
and wnan Jb is pres C—‘Du.. thu\_ is ir)duod g ldand of 130"3] V&CUiTe Thau 1t is A
WoIre likely '§:o ocear in lower. than. h).[_jm "L',ra‘\’ca hes also becq showm. The
RS . .'-L‘ L . .. o .1. " 'C’“".[ A
01300 5100 pralssee—ii.g., thal every group hes o esually adeguate gtructure ME s
gael?
-rl"c(
:;md culimre--~negates the pomlb’litv of mocloloepldal t‘q&ory and loaveJ YHo T e
e

soolologlst only the possibility of desc:*ip'i;‘llqn,u_ T‘le u3se of uhO concapt of

social disorgarization is a "rength rather than a weakness of the approach

4 cates tnelr LJ}.]_]"T”F'DGSS to meke

: e

of Shaw and licKay and Thrasher, for it in

Judgments akout the WO.L seclal cl’Z‘&’I[fEW\G‘ﬂ?S and to sewrch for zhat ig

5 of dellnguency have eschewsd

-the C'DTICE}’_[‘JL. of soclal Glgorgenization or its equivalente-for emample, Suther-

land, who proposes that the “ooncept! of differential soclhael organlzation be

gubstituted for the concept of poelal disorgax*ziza'biopmtluey‘ have refused %o

Judge ms Tatutd onr_»l svs’ten ag mo¥e or less acwq%me to achieve plven ends,

~ e e o e ———— e e e em—e . —o—— . -

ard they have refused to ack what is ('L_.Suﬁ_,uc'ti e abcmt 3y tef:sx th&v givé mri.cif’//

t0 wore or lesg dolimuencye

A/ A more justiflable complalnt is thz¢ the Chicage school has naver

a&equauely defined the concept of social dluov’gnmzaciono The definition

they do essay implies that a soocially Glsorg 1LJ.ZI"C1 community is one that is
unable to reallze 1ts valuess Shaw ard Mcay show that olher "representative

commnndty problems,t such as 1rfant wortality, tuberculosis, mental dlcovder



é.:s)
truancy,. and adult crime are correlated with juvenile delinquency. These

> phencmsna ere 211 tekon to be indexgs of sociel pathologFeme that is, soclal

disorganization~—bacause they are conditions that would not exiat if the

5

citizsnry were able to avoid them. FMany other ‘protlcm' conditions might

senting a state of affairs gong idrf"cd umrmlr@ blz v mnsy

citly ,c;_«, Thisg would 4include varicas Torms of uncuployrendt, dependohcys

mizeonduct, and fenily discrganlzation, as well as high roteo of sickness

(18] the lock of organized coummne

-,

- .&nd deathe © 15 ““Gc‘:‘,.l dipcyganizaticn . -

L .Lty effort to deal with these r‘:mdiuionao ‘Thuvs, the mllues of he th, life,

P

order (la‘qt{‘nl co*zdﬁct), econoti.c zm:i‘ic" emy, unbl iuril\r Jiabl.!.a.cy are viewsd

as common to all the wmembers of tha socletys end 2 stats of soclal dizorgarnie

zation cxdsts when the struecture of a co"_lurﬁty is incapabtle of .meie:nenw ng

4ts cultural valusse This defiriilon is not very helpful anal lytically, bt

P ————

for present purposes ite mein wtility 1_Les in showing that this theory begins

with a premise the opposite of that of the cultural devianco school. A1l meabers

of the eoclety are said to have the same basic values, and the gource of

del nquency is sought in conditions that prevent the ao‘nﬂ.evemcm of tham. Ve

re not directed to look Fer an ethnic cul‘bure,, OoF & cl gg culture, or a slum

cul ture th that harbors delwquent values; wo are *oo'ld 1o 'Loo& for & community

that cannot mest the functional requirements of mal nm:".ning order.
S -_\___ s e e

What, then, ara thas cc*upor'ems of aooid c.Lsorgrn‘* Zauﬁ_O“'? That 15, what
ro the variable elements in the systems of constraints or social controls

that cause copmpnity differencss in rates of juvenile delinquency?
/—’__—-__/" -
\Prmry civges of social o1 sorgamization. ‘eew-n The loglc of Shaw ard

Thrasher's theory demands ‘Lhau corponents of soclal dlsorgenizatlion be viewed

that miust be divid sd

s the offccts of antocedent scclal and culiural conditlons
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e e

I —
into \erunary and seconda:cv causey of dlqorganization and hence of delinguency.

A sorious erTror in their work arises from their Tailure comsistently to follow
the causal orderinp of variables that their theory requires (sae bélow), For

the present wa will rearrange thc goquence of tcujab'? oa in accordance with the
tenets of the theory. Primary causes of soclal dlcorgeplzation are those siruce

tural and euliural conditions vaich must ke present for hlgh rates of dellnquency

both to_azise omd to nersists Secondary causes ere edditional disorgardzing

ity

" conditions that arise if the contimuation ef high delimqusncv rates over a long-

period of time result n the esuablislu‘*em oi a aelinqueu‘t subcmltur This

is not eimply a Jcmporal ordering of variaLles*a tut a oau”al orderﬂ.nge Secordery
causeg are secoﬁd.ary because the primry ceuses of soclal dieorgam.zatlon would
cavze comparatli chly high vetes of dellnquency ¥ without them, because the primary

causes rugt bo present bofore the gecondary causes Can SMEIEE, and because the

primary ceuses mst coptlme to Te present in order for the secondary elements

to persist.
The components of soclal disorganization include both culturel and

stmo\,ural ohamctez*lvticpo In res oect to cu‘L*tu. @, the 'i:vo nost generﬂl erplan-»

e

atory vvriab'i es nsed ‘Lo ac,eonm 1t for glum dclirwnoncv ara (1) cL‘L'LG”Iu&’blOYI of

the COTTTON (mn—delinquenu} value systsm, and {2) at enuatﬂ on of zmbm_li,wal

ems (ses lei‘u side of chart, lnvei 2) The cultural

(noMe7 inquent} value syst tu giae o o

characteristic that caunces thess two condi"cion isg culuural ozversicy in res De'c'b

to uon«—delincuent values (left side of chart, level Jwa)e Atbtemation of

common and subcultural velues in turn causes delinqu&no y because it results
in snomde at the cowmwmity and gubvroup level, and henca o loss_of direct external
control, and amomley al Fhe Jodlivideal C/uaé)_ il Airee ao Leos

47’ bocet ot b toenlin /o
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Social Dlsorganization (causcs, components, and

conssquences of an inoffective sysien of social control)

Ecoronle Segregation

Low Zconomle Stantus, Heterogeneliy, Mobility

Tineal S‘hﬂlc"*‘xl el Soclal Structure

Causes,of: 1. &. Cultural d LVGI"?"{'E' re 1. a. L'lmited access O ipstituticnal

non-delinouenut vaelues _ -
. (b. Culturel umiversalicm) (-
| (e Pattern inCongLstency )

‘ !

L { I
= R L1 ¥,

I"Ellu. tion o
of liriding 2
of linking fm_c’aions)

2

Incressed access 1o Alleglil-

| & Caltural diversity: delin. c .
P quent vs. non»-c\@iﬁ NGUEHG nate means
” valaes d. Intsrperetration of lezitimate
1o jbevn —= ang ﬂ.lle:,,s.umi’ce institations
N
Components of: _— y
\\:

2. gs Attometion ¢f commop cultural — 2. & Tneti butionsl dle contined vl
“valugs - T TTTaR soolalization dw b /A«VW’
be Atﬁemauon M”lvuml vaiues bs__ .r_ﬁ”E'_:u’axoral dnsapacity to
provide routes to v’&l‘D.eG {peTa_

Congaguencas of:
a. Tnobility of en abtemated comion 3. @. Lack of soclal tonds to insti-
value system to serve ag basis for tutionss loss of indirect
of fective commumity OpLrioDeewloscs exbarnal coatrol thiough insti-
of divect ewternal cortroOl~-—commwnity  tutlor=l inabllity fo exact
anonio : instrumentel conformity; loss
bs Tnability of asttenuated cmmn}ralue gli; I‘gi'l gjfci_;éng‘:iﬁi g;?; Zil-e
system to serve ag basiz for adsquate fural vals
socinlization~--paucity of interralized el “‘9?
v'xlueu-omlacc of dlrect internal Con : ‘

trole-—=individual aromie

n
20

b. Inadeguats socinlization:
individual apowic -
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I wa begln at the beginning of The causzl cheln, The sequence will
bs clearer (read down left side of ¢hart, omiitiing l-d). MThrough ecologlical
processes 1t is umnscsssary to speclfy fow pres ent purposez, cities are

differentivted into sub-coimunities. ‘I*he ccclo Lcal process thab deuocmz*es

how communities within the city shall ba cL’L:L‘fe U’lul"\&@d 1s ccommﬁc SCEYCw

-~ — e n et e et e e S

gati onu-hn?r is the vltimate causal variable. %hls in Gurn causes ceomund.e

thios to differ in respect o thz social characteristico of thelr pepulationss

Shaw and MeKay corielate many pupql:z’oion characteristicy with delinguency,

and thore is cons;iderablo unelarity in thelr work as o whilch ones they cone
sider to bs si ply indexes o" disorpanizetion, ard wbzch They are taki ng to
be the causes or independent verdiabices whose correlation with deldnquency

they are trylng to accomt for, Bub 1L thelr stetenents are interpreted in

a tay consietent with their theory; the throe population characterls U ce

they are assuming to bs imlbpo (161'1u va mables are economie status, hetero-

e e e e -

geneity, and r1obilityo Physieeily doteriorated slum areas attract the lowse

incope groups in the society, Thel» cheapness wakes them areas of Hrest settlew
ment for poor Ammlgrants entering the eountyy, snd for poor rural migrants, such

as Nogrces. fThe cultural heterogenaity of the slumé i3 compounded because thoy
ot onl;s.r cortaln more forclpn-born and mere Regross, but they algo contaln more
of the newest frmigrants (those least aselmileted to Amerdcan culture) . and
rore of the nevest rural wigrants (*‘t;hose_ least assimliated Lo urkan owlture).
The hdgh wobility of the population~=~the fact that most. inhablitants have
recantly been uprooted~—-wsans that the cultures they bear contain values and

ractices inappropriate for the changed conditicns in whlch they find themselves.
P pprop

Thelyr cultures sre ravaged by °ccl al chenge, and become obsolescent. High mobll~

1ty slso means high population tumc-*.'fer, s0 thot new, more appropriate cultural
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the rich have subsian
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values ¢ bo built up, duc to the centirucus movemsnt outward of the
gt succezssml and the contimous movement in of the least successml.

The presence of groups bearing se many different linav of cultar@s,

and enitures in such diflercnt stagses of o‘bsolescance glves i ﬁoB to the oute

sta-.o’_mp? calia:'al csuse of axsorganlmd on: c*,’LtJ.ral Lvmrc« uj in rospc t to

ncmdelimumc valt_eoe,

(Once azadn 1t chonld ba neted that by cultural

diversity Shaw and I:chay and Thrasher are referrlng ©o {;he variety of cusions -

and values defining goals. other than-lawlul conduct. nﬂ,r gsEumeE all >thnle

and racial groups, rural as well as wrbsn migrants, and the poor as well as

stantielly 4ho same conoeplion of lewful conduct. The culturs

conflicts with which they are my concernsd sre thus betwesn varleties of

conventional valucs, not batween delinguent and conventional valnce.p) Beosus

of so many competing ctsndards of wvalue, and because of the competiitive dlsad-

vantage of &ll of them in contending with Americcn culture, the several sub-

culfures break down, and the vange of conscnsuﬂl coumm:.’by vslues becomea

extrcmely marrow. fence the prﬁ.ncipa cozmonaau of social dixorganiz’mionm

f‘ur_ct:z.on of cultural

attemetlon of coimon cultucel valunes--~ig largoly a

PR

There is a common value system, Then, but 4t is so emacioted that 1t

cannot serve as an eifective bagis for ¢he emergence of a sufficiently rotust
nelghborhood or commnlty oplnion in respect to right conduct, lepgel or other-

wlpe. The ndighborhood or communily ceases to bs cn agency of gocial control,

since consensus 1g so minimal that commnity opinion chnmt ovoke shame in

the individval vhen he transgresses. A stebe of community ancmie exists.

Helther can such a thin cormon valus system serve as a basis for adeguate

socializationy Sium famllies have foo meager a cultural heritage to0 transmit



to thelr children. fMhe c¢hild suffers from a pavelty of iwmternalized

valucs, resul’cing in anomier, 1f the varlous subculiures wers capeble of -

surviving, thess mlght soerve as an udaauace bagie for soclelization, and
hence of controlling the young through internallzation of valves. DBit slnee
these too beccma attemated, the oulturel vacuwe expards,

Snew and leKay put the most enphasis on cnuation of cermman

coltural valnes as the e:tplcmw rv 11rlable ('*on ponext of C'O«,lcl cisorgaztlza«

tlon) that g mnts for dolﬁ muancm In thele © eory,'uhe culiuial chdracters

Lstio that causes attemlation 1s cullural dlvorsilys. ,The Pirst major deficit in

thelr theory is thelr over-emphasis on oultuy 2l uwersﬂ uy as a sourne of

e e =TT

valuo attemation, and their failure to sce what other characteristics of a

unified oultural struciure are of greal importance in causing velue attemation.

Their treatment of culiure in relalion to dleorgant zation may be criticlzed on

1)  Both in ¢he theory of vrlanlsn from which Shaw and Thresher draw
ry :

thelr concepinal orientatlon, and in many thenries of delinguency, value diver-
& failure to

Ty &s a souvce of disorganization 1s crudely 'trsa*ced, T’nere iz a

5 oo Y

s‘cate the oond:.tﬁ_ons under mnioh vz‘lue diversity :'Ls OlSO anizing,. and a fgifb:-

e e ——— e e —— - \
ure to ses ‘L‘naL value diverelty car\ be 3 source O.L sUrez‘o’th ag well eg waskness.

U
o —— . - ——— e

When Gubculi:unas are Btrong and ab].e %o maintain uheinselvm, they Lind people
1 veRE Y T T

Airrto institutions and valuas—«-:-who gre then not availsble for delinquen’n behaviore

Fren Shaw and leKay dimly percelved this-—-for sxawpls, in t;zalr comments on
‘e Chine.se_,,”'»mose children had very low delinquency rates, they conclude thet
thelr success is due to the insuletion which permitlied thelr culiure to remain
intact. Medieval socielles, which were often oongeries of dive;*se ethnle groups,

and which had very diverse cultural codos for the several strata and commrzties



4

comnon value sysbet.

L

-

thnt comprised the soolsty, did not thereby suffer from avteruation of Tha

cormon value system. In modeorn societies, cultural dlversity has not necessarily

led %o velue broeskdown. mMuglerd, which has much more diverse class subenliures

then the United States, does not for thls reason suffer firom a more attomsated

I% 1o boyond the scope of this peper to offer an analysis

of the Tunction of value diversity in differoent kinds of cultures and sochal
—

gystems. It 1s fmf_LiCiC"lu to rote that the Chiczgo school, br failling to upeufy{

T s —
I —

O?*C“‘ILLZ” ag, hawe med socl 1 P

!

the cunctiL un.} or_mhich _wlue diversi ‘cy is d

e e T

i crpamlzatlion too clo:sely o value diver sltyg anc‘; Imve cona-equen“&ly OVITw

ez"lwm\slzed the lTpOf’tanC@ of value diva ‘by as a. cuuse of dalin GUency.

—

Murthewore, Shaw and McKay have Iajj.ed to tell us \:_sz{e}‘_t;_ cltural oh(.rﬂ .

teristios would canse value a‘"te“raacion ﬁ.n a culmu’aily honogsnesus slum comm
—*___/ .
Thould rnot a homogenesus but iwmaverlshed community stlll have a wore —

nitys

attemated common culiure than a more affluvent commmrdlty? Thtcr overwnelming

corcern with cultnral diversity led to thelr fallurs to motve two charscteristics
of the common (rem=diverse) velue system that causef attermatlion of the comwon

vahla gygtem in slvm ccmmm‘ltﬁ_es. Thas'e 430 oharacteristics are culd sural uﬂ.n
Y

versalism and pattern inconsistency. In orxder to be 10gi;cally consistent, the

theory of socisl dlsorganization met inciude iaese w55 Peatures among the

causes of value attermation.

(2) Cultural umiversalism. Cultures are characterized by universalism when

thedr common valve systems hold out the same goals and roral standards as right

for a1l membors of a society. (Though related to equalitarianism, universalisa
is distinet from 1t: a ouwlbure can be wilversalistic without belng equali‘taxégn:

The values of the classlec Greek city state were unlversalistic but not eguall-



/access to the ﬁ.nstii;uuional means oi‘ schimncr those goals (due P

& stra’al*rlca Lion) re sultui 4n grcm,er preasurss toward devianc
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tarisn. Particlpaticn in the pol:. weand the opeciel virtues required to £a5.£482%

<he role obl_? gptions of elilzons chip-~i2as congldered the greatest privilege and

the most binding duty for all citizens regardless of renk or other so¢ipl charace

N
ferhotica. Seprepation of the wost N 1ehly \nl ved moral geals was thus consldered

inappropriate within the class of citizens. )

low Shaw and lMcEay, in thelr digcussion of prassures toward delinquency

hove already made 1t clear that they concider Amsrican culture to be unlver.

- salistic, in {that 1t holde out ’che gpme success poals to alls And they hava

alsc g‘{ap_hasized "bha" tho COBEOR mli:a“e of ths slum, mch as it :Ls, is also

characterined by univers saliom:  slum df;-xellc g vant to nchlo“m ohe same th

ociety, and they are algo compitted %o other

e

(’!

gtetuz goals as the rest of ths

dc,.irc for Amerlcanic 'ﬁﬂono N

anlvereglistic values, as indicated in thelr

e

W the combimmon of umversalisbic goals and limited -

L T——— e e =

jand MeRay also snowcd ho

7\

marlly to

e among the poor

| than Tthe ricaof that they foil %o rsalize is that umiversalism plus shretifi-

cxtion effects the system of soclnl control as well, bscause cultural universalism

" destroys the copacity of negatively privileged groups to creabe gosls appropriate

to ¢helr condition, arxd thus makes “heir value ordcntations tut atbemted

versions of “he comxzon caliure 1ngtead of rich adaptations to thedr special
disabilities.

Merton, in his wore pongtrating analysis of this point, has noled that

wnlform geals in conjunction #14th the unecual distribution of legitimato means

results in & dlscrepancy belween vhat is desired ard what 1s possible, which

leads o tho retention of the oals tmt the Te ecr.ion of le,mirnaue neans in
g £

favor of innovated illegitiumate m(){)@, end nenca uelj.z‘quancyc . The quastlon

/}/I//M‘Uﬁ/\f& d/v\ﬂ/é(ja/m, Ltada s A Qo%/; /Vdp



= vhy aren’t the goals reje-cted insteada-..—;;h;f is there no imnovstion
in respeet to goals? Wny don®t the lower swa e evclvc new goals, wcared

to thelr conditdlonew-for e:z_.mle. uhy ien t collchiVG advancclnant for the
working c¢lasg ag a wnole se)’.eczad ag the appropriate mode of success instead

of individual materlal sucoess? Why do ethnic and raclsl wimorities, when

derdied full status a8 Amexlcans due Lo their low rank in the systen of raclal

ard ethrlc stratificeilon, rugh so preciplicusly To abanden thelr distincstive

ouliures? Wy do %hﬁy not seek to realive se ;:ace,g' subeulzurelly defined

, goals rather <than the goal of complets Americar’;zation which can only be gained

at the pr*ice of dest o,ﬂrg “heir saverel’ duliuvres?

The reacon is that cultural universalism inhibits the segregation of
|
moral values geeording o soclal cerdition.

By holding out the zame virtues

g5 .epproprlate te all ranks and positicns, a system characterlzed by uriver-

saliem confors dlgnity on all membors of the eceisty, for i 'trea’cs then asg

morel equals,- In.such 2 sysiem. to develop ssparale goals—~w—goals di PYeren

tlated acording to the capasity of persons in different statuses to reslise

Cultural uvwrlversslicn is

cultural valves-w-ig a sipgn of moral ini‘e*'lori,y.

thezrefore destme*’cine of gem::.no subc:ulmml edaprations to the provlems of

:cealizmg cmltural c.lucs with llmJ.tcd mcms, bat it elss 1s destruotive of

-che common value qysten. Tor disadvantaged BC %gmups dexonstrate thelr moral

equelity by’ retaining culmr‘..lly valued goals, and solve theilr difficuliies by
igroring or adultérating the Anstitutiomal meane designated for achleving then.
If the vzlue of suocess reselns, the values governing means—--thrift, honesty,

The fund of common valves is thereby diminlshed.

hard wrk~-==~are glossed over.

Or, if the value of Americarization remains, tho values deflning clizenshl pe—

that 13, the insﬁitutional means by wnich fmericardzation is legitimately



achioved-—-becars adulierated. Tpehead of soddng to become fmericanined

rough exercising the rights snd duties of ciitizenthipewpolitical prrilcipo-
tion, ¢lvic yesponsibility, et Cumewihe disadvantaged Lrydigrant chocses means

mors easily availablaz moving vp In the vorld, sporting the lztest consumer

goodg, fiag-tieving. And - once again the fund of coumon volues bacomes thinned

out, £s tha concept of citlzenship bhecomes adulterabsd.
Thos 4t 49 thet dissdvanteged roups, 1% they ars the main boneflicle

aries of value systens charactorized by universslism, ere’ also its main vickimes

’ Tho prlce of \wra’L equal.uy may become cullural i’utrovn' ishent. Fore favored

1

gmuos ere not fowm t» choose between moral equallty and ill g,lujr"‘“o IMEAns,

so Chat thelr commmnity cullurad, b baflno* subjcct to value atiem:ation Lrem

T

this scurce, are to Lﬂmt czmem, r.chore | Since the Chicago school ergues

e e e

.

paimo compsnent of soclal grLEDTgaNe

an atbtemated con wnity valne srsten s a
> N

/izal‘:ion, and henee of commmity end individual- anomie, waich lead to delinguency;

/ and since they grant that curs ls a culture charvacterized by universailemi 1t
[

follows that cultural vniversallsm must be added to the list of cultural

——e

cheracterlsiics that cause valus c:’o*ccn.xauon in the slum communiiy. (

\\/\' , ._ |
(3) Pattern inconsistency. A set of culinral values s ‘Shavacterdzed

by pattera inconsistency when the parsait of one value involves viclatlion of

e other values. Patbern inconsistenc'y oftsn resulis when a value is too narrdwly

defined for its reallzat.x.on to be possible without vransgresging anctasr values
Pattern jnconsistency generates deviances For example, if a cultwre Talues

both chastity end virility, et defines virility ewxclusively in terms of sexmal

prowess, men seeking to de onszrm:e thelr v ri'” ty w1l be under great pre

to violate norms of chastity. On ithe other hand, ﬂnr’oh.,r culture, which also




roint, however, we are i
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but definred virlllty more broadly so
WAL, vould be

valued both chastliy and virility,
as to includs sexusl prowess plus leadership plug prowess in
less pattsrn inconsistent, and would generate lecs devimnce, for men could

demonstrate thelr accession to manhood through leedership and jousting or

becoming a warrlor, wilthout "i,O.Lc.th Az norms of chastity. IT% is ¢lear, then,

how pattern inconsistency can increase pressures toward deviance. At tnls

interested in the way in vikich pat 3 Inconsistency

can cause weaknegses An the sysiem of oonstraints {social controls) on devisnce.

Pa'ttern inconsiatency debi_li‘c,a‘{:es_ tae systenm of coclal contiols bacmzma of the

feilure to ins titutlionalize Yhe dlsparaged values in a p&tternoinconsis;uenb

t. This means that they can e viclated with lwmpurmity, and these values

vither, thersby attermating the value system to that degreas Tor ém‘:zple,

where zcceding to full male staltus requires violating norms of chastity, the

instltutions charged wi h guarding sexwal morals will feil to instltutlonalize

the value of chastity for males. Churchee will neglect male transgregsicons,

law enforcement agents will fail to prosecute viclators. In tine, the velus
T

ﬁise’l_f w11l fade: relg.g* OuS sermons &5.11 be concornei only W" uh J.em.l\, cba 54355

as WLll d_.scussion of sem_al PI'Obl(ﬂuf: in publu, foremss - Since, howsever, no

e—

new standard of f¥ey: :ual C’mducn for meles bocomss instlitutionalized, the f‘und

of commen values is ucemaued by the contirmed presence of a 1&lﬂu"du0k valuve.

Pmeﬁ,——u-n—%i—b—o._scuus-lon of suocess EO:..].S,_—S&C%E“}"OW nat tefn inconslst-

ency in this part of the cultural valne Bysteue e ssults in value avtemation,

consequent anomie, and ultimately high delinquency rates. Whan a cul“cure places

axtrame enohavis on success and when the oriteria of succeas are defined almost

exclusively in terms of material zchilevament, the :Lntemi‘cw of emphasis, and

tha narrowmess of focus result in the failure to ir‘stm,urﬁ snallze thc valuas



|
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poverning the choice of means to success. [¥ the valued meané to success aro
defined as honesty and hard woxlk, the status-conferring institutions and groups
in such a sociely, vhen facsd with the dllemng ef choosing vhich valuas in

the patiern~inconsistent et to enforce (honesty ¥s. ochlevement), may fall

adequatcely to protect the valuos governing means, Dy yielding to the cvlturally

1nduced temptation to recognize waterial succces no watler how it ls achieved.
Nttefoga_—

For exzmpie, the speotacular wealth of the late nincteenth cenbury, barons was
able to boy entry for them, before leng, into high soclety, despite the often
notord.oug means wsed in 1%s neoguisition. In slum commnitles, the rlch rackebeer

15 accorded for from crudglng edwiration 'for his é*-lcoet:%so, Thug, 1n ceonomis
spstitations, and in clags-bascd status~conferzing grovps, there is a fallure
asdequately to ingtitutionalizo the valve of honesty. Tho Individasl vho violates
norms of honegty is ot made to feel encugh thawme fox doing 6o, and tho cocamon
value systen becomes attbermated, leading to ancmle in respect to chokece of means
o succesg,.

However, The effect of pattern inconsisiency in couging value attermavion
1s mot uniform throvghout the sociel structuire. T4 is awong disadvantaged groups,
vio are unslile o achlcve success (or other goals) s0 easlly as moro favéred '
strate, that the gtrains inherent in the value systen will produce the most
attermation of the values that stand iﬁ the way of galidng successe For example,
while ﬂ.’ﬁ 15 true that the central value system daflinag success very Nnarrewiy,
4t 49 also true that the conceptions of success héld by ¢he variows strata vary
in the breadth of values incloded 4n the definition. . Many studies have shown
that for the lowest strate, money alone Ls considered the crlterion of class

stotus, while for the wmiddle and uppar strete, ecme corolpatlon of monsy with

morality, or service to the commnlily, -or other style of 1ife elements 18 reguired.
] v r



In cheoging jobs and in Judging the prestige of occupations, financisl

reverdy are somewhsl mors i_mpor'tam'l'.. to the lower than higher strata. Clalms
%o stetus aro therefore not so easily validatied awong the rich ee emong the
peor, when the means used “uq gain success are 31legitimate. Hente, patiern

tnconsistency combined with stintlficetion resulls in greater attzmation of

means among disadvambeged vorsus fevored groups. Theres

the velues poverning

fora, @ Uheory of ewcial disovgondzation which shates that etiemation of the
cormon value system L1s a major variable explalydug the rolaiion betwesn slum

residence and dellnguenoy rust sncludes potbern inconeistoney among the culiurel

~

characteristles causing such etiomation in elums.

Addendum: It may geam as if the discussion of patiern inconsistency as

a cange of value attometion simply duplicates the aralysie of culfurel univer-

szlism 26 a caase of value adbemation. DPut in fact each of these characier-

igtlos of cultural value systems is independsutly variable. Examples Suppose

that there are two societies, both characterized by culiural unlversalden in

respect 0 Buccess goals ({he same logic would hold true for any other gosls).

Tn each socicty the low status pesple aspire to the hi hest sucesss pozlg; the
T i ; g

s

fore, in each socisty the dlscrspancy betwecn desired gozls and expeoted goals

would ceuse equal pressures to roject the legitimmte mears ¢ Buccess. 1hig

would result in equal amounts of atieruatlion of the vaeluos governing means,

arong the lower strata. Baf suppose that culture A had more patbern inconglst-

ency in that 1t defined success striotly in tomz of woney, while soclety B

defined success as wmonsy gained through following an oocupation that involved

service $6 the community. Socieiy A wonld suffer an added amount of value

attemaiion due to the additional iwmpact of patiorn inconsisgtency. Tn Soclely B

there wenld bo less attemction of the values governing msans to success becauso
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the deflnition of succesz includes folicwing cn hunnrvbls ocov nfﬁ 107

1ida ehatng ol \_lr« would 211 w0 recogrise were

The institutions validatlng

material ochicvement as fuCCeSs: and tho values of honesty, service, otto

yauld bo protected, Fonee, oven thoungh the prezsares U0 deviete in ths Two

the eonstraints cn dsviancs world be sironger

in soeloty Be A digadventaged [ECSSH 1n socilety B voudd suider Deou the are
of iilazitimabe meons, becsuse the wolies poveorning weans would not bg g0 atien-
webed oz in society Ao He would fail to galn svatos by using 1ilegl u’l’ﬁ‘.ﬁl

Ve %bvrn now to en eramins

T chayt). Dug zpl! Le thoir prewise to cxplatn

Alscrparisation (sec right side ol cha 1
Snast, and Thrcsher give inade-

delincasney In terng of dLsoryes naticn, Shay
5 L, 4

ahte nmor\ Lo 'm”l wing 'c-he insttotional ghruvuure of ihe sk, sl the
5

quate

———— ——

way in which ingt stitutlonal processes resuls in the lack of social bonds, o

wch lack they attribute great :anorc: cs in consing the Ligh delinguency rates

in slvms.

Tn respsct Lo soclial structure, e *m rrinsipel explenciory varisbies
(cemponents of social disorgari A.zebicn) used - ’1:1" 8es uont fox cium Qr'L,Ln qUeRy are

et e mamm ___.__~______'___~ e,
\(1) Ansti tutional disconbinud ties in soc;lelimtio:e\, and {2) '..1'-sw‘:it sblonsl incapa~

chart)e The various

oSty to provide routes to Vaiuug goal° ( ae lavel 2 of
ins ulwmons ¢rarged with sodlallzing the young aszt 1n jgnlation from esch

uﬂ) er and the standard3 they teach ax

SO mw:';m,cgm uCL’l that the m ldor,.a

c’rcurch and other Lnstiite-

asaortment of values promulgated by .\?ém:_’t.ly_. school,
ulG“J arae inczpable of serving o3 an aceqa ate I‘ sie for sovializeticn. E7en

.

Zhough &11 thess institutions stand for cor weiiens:. vaines, tha staudards ol



ukabie to provide roubes T

ISR, SEE S L e cia® N ., -
arznts ard widdle clase cahonl, taacliows 0T FNEOLETeT

sed pactors, or fluwa cidldrn and the widdle zlens

l_t

faverisnardes of se‘L'c_.csTe:" hovsas are 1ot eszily fesed tope l-f,r 1t onn
pearingful syshen of walusg. Poianse theus instiutlons fall %o provide &n

inseprated ceb of sisrdards, children
1 -3

to intuzenalisze tho veives whileh foma the basic o davest frdernal contynlcwes
apotkar pource of arcide,  Secondly, elwn ine S ang, Denguse LRy &re

o valuod zoals, Lowa $he sldlity ts act ae age 2358

of irdlreoct excernuel c=c~nt:f-01:,

A ., e A I WURI. I SO N PO P > — 1
thay oza exsct Lnste smeatsl confurzity to velues, en Waen the values

whool gerves a3 & wouha

l‘\
/A

gelves aro ywt Anterrniizede
¥ mebliity, or if tho school pruvidss anjoyerdle moaeng OF rICreation, childran,
ip order to avell thenscelves of thezz mCENS, witl condona

schocl serves, whethsy or not thuy s sharve those weluves. 3

protest the child, ¢r can @srve the to jobs or educse

.

adntoin frliveced

tional facilities, or gratify other

exhernsd control sven Af it hae falled In 1ts efiorts o socinllze ths chilé

de The magns

'i,.‘\

vie internalization of values. Ipstituticns wilch fail to pIow

foy asaleving velued posls also losz thelr effeciverass ag soclalizing spenis.

Since ‘they camot provide the mesns W re exlize the velnas ihey are supposed W
v bzcome meanlngless to thelr clie: nteles, wio ressord Ty 1 rd.ng

galxody, ©

titvavions end Lacoming slienat

thelr ties to the instivw

There s ths a leck o¢f social binds and @ 1:>s=, ui’ rb fut,ﬁ iy a2l ccabeil,

—_———

wnich further frees slum children for delinguency.

wnat Feabarey of the slum sccelal siructoze gavse e mptisob

Se pravilds TonLsH 10

Brelilee in soclelizetion and ins
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wined ceais? Opce agpin the diversity of enlturss rupresenied In the el
’________’———4—__—_—*_“

locms lorge in the explanation offersd by Show and MuKay. B.couge of

axcrens haterogoneity of social origins of olum dwellers, thire 13 no coliters-

sus aviut hew to effect social condrel and so thuy ave unable o conosr®

G4

thelr acliong fo achicve it. Also dmocrtent are the poveriy of The lntalltants

and thalz imability te¢ command focillitlas (money, lrowiceleo, cunnaete) b0 ramniy

thety situntion or o paln cabrey into Jepidtirate Lrsiiintions, The worliity

of ¥has pooulation is another contiilbutlng foctor szt At malkes paople aneiile

ing to expend tho Slfrlf‘.t"l‘: nesded to rerncdy problels ’t«"*f hope acon o eva

'ﬂlﬂ: attributes {poverty, hetercgensity. motitity) of slum popalations I
« &3 X .

e S

i —— .
to tup general cﬂxarac:te** sbica of slum :’xmuz.cuu ons (see level 1 of charh)

Thess are (Z’_) Virdhed acecss 1o

—

whleh in tura iéad to disor Uc-ﬂ.‘.Zcﬁ ion.

tiopal meong, and (2) 4solaticon of iﬂscl'ij;u:_”ox Se ‘I}.m frnach o

on the instlintiomal structure of the slum ie cleoy enough withouh wmash €xplls

cation. It contribudas directly to the incapaciiy of institutions to provids

Por thelr clionis’ nesds, Tor cramole, toe the slum child who has limited sossus

%o the legitimote oppertunlily structurs, edvcation ssrves 1o PArpogs, and tha

school bscowmes irrelsvant to the goals he sescod The slun parent tho lacks

krctilodige and esohiond.c resovrees 3s also unable s provide adsquate meinc for

the renlization of valued goalss As a cause of valus shbennation, Liwd cbed agossl

£ the culditural velue

.-' )
&.J
o
§
[
Ui
(o]

o instisubicnal means, uhen combined with certein :

system,. has dlveady bsen dlecusged in the pres c;l;nw PAEES

Tle isolation of Institutions, wrlch gebs edmwt no atlertion in the
TL&UMM(/ o
formilations of the Chlcago school, 1s Aa striicing feature of the strueihuce oF

the siym commudty, for it is 2 robent cause of Amstitubional Incepzelfyy, anl

- S

instionsl dlscontimditiss ia s

/7’/;-(/ @ dAilTon 7//1,@ vauebl l//->a d(jAét_ / Wﬁ“ﬁm" %
' ,(.1, \LC/(Q/; Jo A,//h’\é{(-l/ a_,/gj/ku,,_ ,Zd&/ At _xr ﬂéﬂg’

s e a d | N2

-~ B - - ey s 2% -
oolal zpuio-}‘.. 2znando vhoy e
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TaypoSeE, Lecanse thes lnck the sciile, rverources, ard vill, clun lidbatd tonte
-4

£231 to foxm 'olumary 25s d.:‘i,&"t'f.".O‘,]S 4o protect and (o.- exd Migiy interssts end

valives. VYoluntary assochetions pacform linking fanetions. Without thaa

siwery lnstitovicns

aecondary institutions are feclatad from arcn othsr, and
J 2

(the faxily) zre lsolated Irom seddL s a1y instituticns. Hence instivablonzl
dMeeorntimities in socialization axlse and caf woh bo resadled, More iwpontainb,
ctitutions thai foll to supply the needs of their cilcente cennol Le mads mors

effective in mectlng those neads, for the slum fawmily is vrable fo commuricats

I4

or enfsreo lbs b}’JC“‘.laJ needs through organdzalicns idvked to ths com

instituiions in the slum. The elun o-nzch gordimies 5o dlspeise relliglon CN81A -
i

terized by fformalism® emd “orbery fu..‘i'y, ard the sina schoel coztlmes o

dispense ation Lrroalet dIlu %o the cepacities ox opporturditles of gim slFddren
There 48 mo inherert resson way shum lnstivavlons cordid not avrive 3t wors

adentivo solutlons to The prodlems of alvm populsticns, and thus be renderad

effociive in their capacity to rrovide the means Lo talued gosle. Tas absunce

of Jirking ovwmzamom is ops pourcs of thar failure To Ezd:-ap"m

"‘h'z more Anerleanized,

Tre slun fardily @ico performs i‘rrﬁr 1irking :?uzsctians.

SN

wealthiar, more stable middle-class fand lys even whsn it does mot particinzie 1o

rolantery assoclationy, is able o perform mre Tmastions tha + Hink it and the

Tt cen provide conbacts viLTh €conomic 1ns5iine

ghild to communliy ingddtubtions.

tions, £id in doing schoal work, Incidledge of recreational facllities, and 0eriers

mary other functlons that link the ¢hidd to instliutions, s wrakire him 1101

capable of employlng Ivgtitutional routes to velued gosls, and cOnSTYREn ntise BRndm

ing hin nore effectively wo convertiorsl instivuilon

e Tl:e dilsorganization of slun institutic nsJ $hen, is a function of Timiszd

4 tusional means end the Leolatlen of . “14Hru 10:15

e
Fud)

gonasss to

‘._
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coag.as of

Serondary cenzes ¢f disorgandisations we-es g SUCONIATY caas:

social dlcorzanizatiorn are the acditiconal charasuariotics of slum stmetures
o re

s
w
i

s

and cuwlitare waich furlher debilitete the cysten of secial controls. They arizo

SPH

hacaus s of esbablisinent in fha sfuz eommunily of & cellangrent and crimliel

subcaliura.

"1"Lura,J dz.‘.f wE

On the ciltoral cide (left «2dz of din

1s fncreaced sTLll Daither by Wie conflict Tinquent and nonedeldingoend

. I L ot e . I S Az SR T ~yq - v o L SN
value gystems. The cinsequence 1s attermation of the common velue sygven Tlr-

e ———— e e

PGSR L

uelly to the ‘f:ru'*rﬂrrr pcint: the sllr.-.n has almost no un.':_fy:f_n"f cottural velves,

at instead o o-.uouip; stemg of valueso Ofl the structural side (__,L,l it side

of diayram, level dl-c¢, 1-d) there is incrcazed zoozss o ,A.N gpitingie mesnd;

T — e .

anrl the interpenevration of 1cg mave and 3 L?_r:gjz Timzte 'Lh./LJLL“/" Long, s¢ that
@ Omrmﬂ oh_dl i,w titiutlons are Cl.",he cor—r-u.pted oN T ayrvsd by their iwplicaiion
ln cl:w "1.L 1 ":/‘“ teme Thls readcrs institwbional dlscontimuiliies in soclalizae

b.Lon iJ_l moye pm onced and further increases ths incapaciiy of converitiornal

institutions to provide routes to valusd goalsy

How thore is ™ "i spute about The fact that Svaw end Thrasher treated the

structaral and cul"oura’l_. charackeristics of the dalincuent system as primsry

cavses of soclal disormanization, wiersas I have czlled them scsondary caug

ool in the above presentation. For thls ruacon th heve often bezen olassliied

NS . . < . o . y
<L [with €he cvlcuwl Svansolission theorists. Thet s, they view the conflict

ll* ' s ) ' ) g : ¢ ol
PN 5 petiesia dolih wuent znd nonedelinquent velves as the pelnsipsl souvree of value

atbenzation end its transoission frem genevation to geaneratdion

principal causc of slum delinguency. And they visi the presence of the illegli

—

of hoys the

tirmmte opporturdty stiucture and the interpeneiration of legal and idlepal

~ ~ ¢

the primacy canse of dastivutioncl trakns
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Thereforas the gocigl dizorzaninaticn tvheowy has Dbz Ay tom accuessd of

ing circenlar:  The Cha caf*o sc‘-ool. bcgma b'-f s"ea'iﬁng what seoial ddsorgaii~

Ol

2

i

glun dslingueniys e_m" ’o 161 vnoc eeds 4 to &i',c-urz Lu._.,,

zation Ls She cause of high

h.LL.l'l delinguency rates (the dslingaent syshem) ars Sha principel cszuse

social discrganl 2a$3.0m. -

9rds civeslarity 4n reasoning constitubes the 105t serioue fatlure o

T 2nd Thresaor

the socilal disorganizetion theory. It resulted in Shew, Meiay,

giving eluwost their entire attention in tholyr cemgal snalystis to the ilmpac

of the delinguent vyut w1 on value atteruation snd institutiontl weaknsaes.

this emphasis and the cixculer reascning of wWildh 15 48 a product is ot reguired

by the theory aa they themselves have formmilated 1t. The praxises of the thelwy

!
of soclel disorganiza tion in fact vequive that the da Linquent strecture wnd

culture be 'U’lU)vﬂ as sscordary, mot primary causes of sium dis sorganication

and hence of slum delinquency. Tils means thot the umffu wtiong dn slm

culiure and strueture wrought by the establishment of a dela,mu =nt 5Y3

be vievwed as end«pmduc ;3 in o Gevelopuental ses

con only account for a spall part of the variauce 10 soslal disorganization.

The meior part of the variancs in disorgem.zation ang hense of delingusncy st
P
must ha prosaut

ba erplzincd by the primary csudss af dlsorgand Baulon, which

for the delimnguent s:.-*sri;cm both to 259,

simply banporally prior, tut causally p
S ¢

for the following reasonss
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Gjute'm. 25581y condition for the

A delinguent subsysten is therefore not a nsoes

QJ arerpenca of o state of scolal Glsorganizaticis  Thosc social and cnlitural
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cnaractoriziics (sueh zs culbursl rersity, izolation of instituiions. ete,)

vialeh cease goclel disorganization produce thelr efisct vhiethor or mot a

delinquont subavsten exists, Shaw, McKay, and Thrasher of cowrss rzoocnles
P 3 o

thls when they tell vy vhat other Winds of commniticg besldes slums wmanifiest

a high degrse of disopganization and conseguencly hizh rates of dclinquenty

tne rapld eoclul chengces ocxurring Jduring vars, whleh
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disrupt the wormal relations beiuscn instliatlons and rerder wradivicnal valuow

obsoleta, e:rolai*z why 4nstitational copirols and trelivicral voeluee are weshened
&nd vhy uoﬂzuquer\'*v con:;zcmcm]; ircme:sed m wartL

that deliaguent gangs arise on {he fyomn s of adw
the politlcal frontie:ﬂs between nations, on the gezs, and In reglons within

natlons where soclal or gamzcm')on ham ircken dowm duz U0 BWEr OX OUher canéad.

In none of these instanzes has a delinguent sbsystan bien in cxistence, o 1%

cannot be used as an explanation of disorganization. In cach case sccidl and

aultural. procesgses characteristic of interstitinl ar:zas sre vicwed as the cause

of socizl disorganizaltion.

() The primary causes of social dlscwg Yration mst be presant before

the geccndary ceuses {attribates of She ddinguent sursyshem) can @rergs. In

theories of cuitural deviance, the presence of delinyznt values in the convene

tional cultares of subgroups in o society can logleelly be used Yo explain the

origin of social disorzanization. Simee thoss thesries aseswae that ethnlc geoups

or sociel classes or othsr supgrovps in the soclety adasre to values wildely

at varhionces with those institul lomlized in law, the easr guncc of a dellnguont

value systew, gince it ig continuous wlith the convenitionszl wvalues of varleous

groups, can Lo explained without reference to a pro-sxlsiing siate of soclal

dieorgardzation, and can then bz used o oxolsin why .;J"’J.'Tl disorgavizaticn orisses



In these theoriss the delincuent subsysier can ba vwicisd as a prinery cause

of dilsurganization. Eat for the Chicage schosl this kind of zaplepation lz
//
bsxred, because thaesthboriety assune thet all the consbitueat schgroupe in

the swlely have convanilonal valuen thot coincide with the waluss Instdbultion.

alized in lew. Thersfors, the cmerpence of a delingment subsyziem wust te

explatred by other structural and culivrel characiesistles which first cause

disorgenization, and hance sllow the delinguant syghem to awices 'Zhe EAVER T
O A

o]

mem vl'at social aifmjh anizac* on i3 caused ;mc_@pe adantly of (,1 It (,:aswnw of

2 dall rqucn{, value sy%em is the foundation of

the envire urlcc”;.. "D‘cfcfai’ep

such st’mlctural and cultural charachel "'1 'cs as cﬂ bk fal divers slty, patiern

incon datency, ;.solut Lon of insumuuom, ett., mugs be prezent as primery

cangey of disorganiza‘tion, before the gecondsiy covnas eranxiing from the

estetlichment of a delznqueat s o.sye,t@m can ar \

3 r"he lo ¢ of Shew and Thrzsher's thn,o ruguires Chom to rocognise
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that the prinlery causes of sock 1 diuorgam@a tion must continue to be present

in oxler for the dell nquent aub’m_bvre to peziigh. rn conﬁcst, culiural

tramn iuslon ’rhcm“leo are nﬁ’a tcunj ‘Lo ﬂ"_ 3ame ri In cul‘Z:ural Lransmiission

theoriezs 1% ip ascsumed that the delinguent subguliuie has become inot* ’cm‘:ﬁcwau zed

2.9 “comred lsgi ._.a.,y in uhO <«1mn communal By e

in chc slum, that is, that 1t

2y bhererore argus that the prﬂ.mary causes of dlenpzemzaticn nesd no longer

be operative in order o exp the PETE:

A% some vime in the past such foctérs &s limited access o Lnctitutional nmeans,
or cultural diversity or similar. Pactors may have piroduced dicorganlzation crd
hence the delinquent eubculiure, BRut once the delinguent suboulture has beccae

instltvtionalized, the o*dmar;v' processed Dy vhieh anr M.ll’mrc, 1z transmiiltatees

@ through sceizlization, th rou[,‘l sanctions for feilure to confoim, and the Likenws

The slun society, row indlstinguishabls

are sufficient 30 expluln its peroletencet






